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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: XE, ASEAN, FR 

SUBJ: ASEAN PARIS INAUGURAL ACTIVITIES 

1 . ACCORDING TO MALAYSIAN EMBASSY OFEICER, THE 
RECENTLY FORMED PARIS GROUP OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN) MADE ITS FIRST 
DEMARCHE TO THE ERENCH GOVERNMENT DURING THE FIRST 
WEEK OE MAY WHEN THE FIVE HEADS OF MISSIONS MET 
FORMALLY WITH THE FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER. THE SOURCE 
SAID THIS DEMARCHE CONCERNED A MATTER BEFORE THE EEC 
IN BRUSSELS AND WAS REPEATED IN EACH OF THE EEC 
CAPITALS, ALL OF WHICH NOW OFFICIALLY HAVE ASEAN GROUPS. 

2. SOURCE INDICATED THAT ALTHOUGH THE ASEAN GROUP 
HAS INFORMALLY EXISTED IN PARIS FOR MANY YEARS, UNTIL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 PARIS 15183 120946Z 

ITS STATUS WAS FORMALIZED EARLIER THIS YEAR, IT WAS 
NOT POSSIBLE TO MAKE A JOINT APPROACH TO THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT. ALSO, THE ASEAN GROUP IN PARIS NOW HAS A 
COUNTERPART GROUP IN EACH OF THE EEC CAPITALS; THE 
ACTIVITIES OE EACH ASEAN GROUP ARE TO BE COORDINATED 
WITH ASEAN GROUPS IN OTHER EEC CAPITALS TO INSURE THE 
MAXIMUM IMPACT IS MADE ON EACH OF THE ISSUES BEING 
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RAISED. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, THE MAJOR THRUST OE 
ASEAN COORDINATION IN EUROPE WILL BE IN THE ECONOMIC 
AREA EOR THE TIME BEING. 

HARTMAN 
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